
Articles on Costa Rica! 
 
 
Over one hundred years ago on 3rd March 1909, the headlines for a newspaper article written by 
Frederick Palmer and published in the New York Times was: 
 
"Happy Little Costa Rica The One Real Republic in Central America Civilized, Prosperous, 
Orderly and Most of Its People Whites." 
 
Needless to say that kind of a shocking news headline would never be published today... 
 
Over fifty years ago on the 1st January 1945 Time Magazine published an article entitled Costa 
Rica: Happy Land. 
 
Three years ago on the 4th July 2009 the New Economics Foundation, a British think tank that 
promotes ecology and sustainable economics came out with the results of their most recent 
survey of 143 nations: 
 
The results announced were simple: "Costa Rica comes top of the Happy Planet Index" 
 
"Costa Ricans report the highest life satisfaction in the world, have the second-highest average 
life expectancy of the Americas (second only to Canada) and have an ecological footprint that 
means that the country only narrowly fails to achieve the goal of 'one- planet living': consuming 
its fair share of the Earth's natural resources." 
 
On the 14th June 2012 once again Costa Rica was ranked at the top of the Happy Planet Index. 
 
Costa Rica still has a very high standard of living.  In the investment world, we are accustomed 
to seeing the disclaimer that says "past performance is no guarantee of future results" but after 
seeing these headlines about Costa Rica for over one hundred years, you can't help but think 
maybe - just maybe - Costa Rica really is an extraordinarily happy place in which to live and 
retire. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Why invest in Costa Rica? 

The first Costa-Rica thought most of us have, is about the enticing warm climate and 
the peace loving people. Well, other countries also have those attributes. When we 
want to make an investment, we consider the security of the investment. This thought 
leads to questions about the social and political environment of the country. Consider 
Costa Rica, this way: 

Costa Rica is a democracy, has no military, and as a result, has been a peaceful, 
economically successful country for decades. The population is well educated due to 
compulsory education which has caused a literacy rate of 96%. In addition, there are 
98 specialized schools and 56 universities. Healthcare in Costa RIca, is rapidly 
becoming a destination location for both medical and dental problems, due to virtues 
of quality and economy. Many international businesses have recognized the value of a 
Costa Rican investment. These include Intel, 3M, Walmart, McDonalds, Wendys, 
Procter and Gamble and Sony. 

At the most recent count, Costa Rica hosted the most tourists of any country in 
Central America. Over two million tourists arrive each year, and many choose to stay 
after falling in love with the ecological miracle of the Costa Rica Climate. Costa Rica 
has been a fierce supporter of the many ecosystems that sustain ecotourism. Costa 
Rica has 5% of the world's biodiversity and has converted 29% of the country to parks 
and forest reserve. 

International hotels have experienced growth in their investment in Costa Rica. These 
hotels include Four Seasons, Hilton, Carlton, RIU, Melia, Occidental, Marriott, Best 
Western and Barcelo, to name a few. The hotels also like the "Four Seasons" of 
enticing climate. If you want hot, go to the beach, then go to the mountains for a 
tropical alpine experience of cool breezes, hydrangeas and coffee plantations. 

Costa Rica is on a wave for sail boat and yacht owners. The breezes are gentle, 
hurricanes always pass Costa Rica and touch land north of the border. Fishing is 
marvelous, ceviche on board made from freshly caught fish and shell fish is a local 
delicacy to be experienced. In addition to the marina approved at Punta Piedra 
Amarilla, other marinas are in operation at Los Sueños, Golfito, Papagayo, and a 
second is under construction at Quepos. Marinas are already fully leased, with waiting 
lists. With the attributes of the marina at Punta Pieadra Amarilla, could we expect that 
it would be fully leased in two years? 

The infrastructure of Costa Rica is improved every year. Cell phone coverage is 
excellent, and most areas have high speed internet and wireless. Costa Rica is the 



country with the most "green" electrical power generation in the world. Eighty Five 
percent of the electrical power is produced by wind, hydroelectric or geothermal 
energy. Potable water is the rule. 

Access to Costa Rica is excellent through international air terminals in San Jose and 
Liberia. Many airlines fly non-stop into Costa Rica. An excellent system of regional 
airports and airlines means that destinations can be reached easily all over Costa Rica. 
The national systems of roads is continually being improved. The most recent luxury 
is the new toll highway that courses through the hill country from San Jose, to the 
ferry landing on the way to Punta Piedra Amarilla. 

The best investment in Costa Rica is the human resource. There are over four million 
people who live in Costa Rica. Of these, 34% are between 15 and 34 years of age. 
They are well educated due to the excellent education system. You would like their 
energy and enthusiasm for life. You would like Costa Rica, we do. 

Awards: 

Some of the Awards earned by Costa Rica in recent times are: 

• The Safest Destination 
• The Central American Country of the Future 
• One of "Cleanest Countries in the World" 
• The most ethical tourist destination 

What makes this area so attractive? 
• Stunning Natural Beauty. Please visit our Gallery of Photos and see for 

yourself! 
• Safety. Although Costa Rica in general is a safe country, this area is especially 

so. Everyone knows everyone. The area is completely surrounded by Ocean 
being on the southern tip of the Nicoya Peninsula and unspoiled by problems of 
large population centers. 

• The local airport, only a few kilometers from Punta Piedra Amarilla is serviced 
by several national airlines with many flights each day to the Capital of San 
Jose as well as other parts of the country. 

• Large Modern Ferry Service exists every few hours from Paquera to the 
modern new toll-way to San Jose. Plans are in process to open a new ferry 
route directly from Puerto Caldera directly to Punta Piedra Amarilla. When this 
is in place the entire trip from the international airport in San Jose will only be 



a few hours. Alternatively many people make the trip in only 30 minutes by 
taking one of the regional flights directly from San Jose. 

• The area is one of the best fishing grounds in the world. 
• The bay is calm and perfect for all varieties of nautical activity. 
• Nature abounds with Monkeys howling at sunrise. The area is full of 

mountains, waterfalls, rivers, forests, tropical islands, national parks and 
preserves. It is a true green paradise. 

• Located between two important commercial centers; Cobano and Paquera 
having banks, gas stations, supermarkets, hardware stores as well as medical 
facilities and business services. 

• Good Neighbors. The other hotels in the area, such as Barcelo Playa Tambor, 
Los Delfines, Tambor Tropical Resort and Hotel Tango Mar all strive to 
maintain a green, ecologically sustainable environment. We are pledged to do 
the same. 

• Blue Flag Beaches. The beaches in the bay have "Blue Flag Status", an official 
recognition of their pristine and protected status. 

• Amenities such as golf, tennis, soccer, volley ball, nature trails, nature tours are 
all available. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Check out this great article! 
 

 

A Cost of Living in Costa Rica from 
,200 a Month 

Source: internationalliving.com  

Your cost of living in Costa Rica will depend on how you 
like to live, but thanks to Costa Rica’s great weather and 
affordable health care, you can have a quality lifestyle for 
less than the U.S. 
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